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TRIBUTE TO ALEX MACHASKEE 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Alex Machaskee, President, Publisher 
and Chief Executive Officer of The Plain Deal-
er in Cleveland, Ohio. Alex will be honored as 
the International Business Executive of the 
Year by the World Trade Center Cleveland on 
September 18, 2003. This award recognizes 
leading Northeast Ohio business executives 
for achievements in international business. 

Alex was born in Warren, Ohio. He is a 
graduate of Cleveland State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing. He joined The 
Plain Dealer in 1960. Before being named 
Publisher in 1990, he served five years as 
Vice President and General Manger. He also 
served as Director of Labor Relations and Per-
sonnel, Assistant to the Publisher and Pro-
motion Director. 

In addition to his service at The Plain Deal-
er, Alex has been active with a number of 
local and national organizations. He is Chair-
man of the Board of United Way Services, and 
served as Chairman of the United Way Cam-
paign from 2000 to 2001. He is past Chairman 
and a member of the Greater Cleveland 
Roundtable, an organization of community 
leaders that works to promote racial amity and 
diversity. Alex also is Vice President of the 
Musical Arts Association (the Cleveland Or-
chestra), serves on the Board Governance 
and the Finance and Administration Commit-
tees of the Cleveland Foundation and is a 
member of the Museum Council of the Cleve-
land Museum of Art. Nationally, he is a mem-
ber of the Labor Relations Subcommittee of 
the Newspaper Association of America and a 
member of the American Society of News-
paper Editors. 

Alex’s success has not gone unnoticed. He 
was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humane Letters from Cleveland State Univer-
sity in 1995 and from the University of Akron 
in 1998. He also was inducted into the North-
east Ohio Business Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, Alex’s leadership has been in-
tegral to promoting the economy of Northeast 
Ohio, and I hope my colleagues will join me in 
recognizing his accomplishments as he is hon-
ored as the International Business Executive 
of the Year. All of us in Southwest Ohio, the 
area I represent, congratulate him for his out-
standing service, including his commitment to 
our friends in Northeast Ohio.

f 

HONORING THE 112TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OXFORD HOTEL 
OF DENVER, COLORADO 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker I rise 
today to commemorate the 112th Anniversary 
of the Oxford Hotel in Denver, Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, 1891 was a tremendous year. 
Fueled by the Silver Rush, it was a time of 
great promise for the fledgling State of Colo-
rado, and in September of that year, the Ox-

ford Hotel opened its doors for the first time. 
With its beautiful artwork and antique furniture, 
the Oxford offered its patrons class and luxury 
in the heart of the American Frontier. It pro-
vided its patrons with world-class dining facili-
ties. The Oxford also was one of the first ho-
tels in the West to have an elevator. 

Located in the historic Lower Downtown dis-
trict of Denver, the Oxford is only a walk away 
from the city’s most cherished landmarks: The 
Denver Mint, the State Capital, Larimer 
Square, and the Denver Center for the Per-
forming Arts, just to name a few. It’s history 
and location helped build the Oxford’s reputa-
tion as a cultural beacon in Colorado. This 
was reinforced in the 1960’s and 70’s when 
the hotel became renowned for as a jazz cen-
ter. 

For years I have had the privilege of know-
ing the owners of the Oxford Hotel: Walter and 
Christie Eisenberg and Dana Crawford. And I 
must commend them for their fabulous preser-
vation of the Oxford as a piece of Colorado 
history and for maintaining its reputation as 
one of the West’s best hotels. 

The Oxford has seen a city, a state, and in-
deed a whole region grow around it in its 112 
years. Even though the country around the 
Oxford has changed dramatically, the hotel 
has not. This wonderful hotel remains a 
unique visiting experience for its patrons. It 
still provides world-class services to all who 
stay there. And it is, and shall be, one of Colo-
rado’s most cherished landmarks for as long 
as it stands. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me and show support for the Oxford Hotel 
and its 112 years of greatness.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
URGING OBSERVANCE OF GLOB-
AL FAMILY DAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
today to introduce the Global Family Day Res-
olution. 

For several years leading up to the turn of 
the new millennium, a small group of children 
and mothers patiently petitioned the Congress 
and the United Nations, asking that a special 
day of peace and sharing be established and 
celebrated on January 1, 2000—a day without 
violence, a day when citizens and nations 
would lay down their arms and extend their 
hands in friendship and caring for all the peo-
ples of the earth. This would be a day when 
all people regardless of race, culture, religion 
or economic status might celebrate life on 
earth together. 

‘‘One Day in Peace January 1, 2000’’ as 
designated by the United Nations General As-
sembly, and supported by a thousand organi-
zations, a hundred governments, and twenty-
five U.S. governors, did indeed become a day 
of peace, a twenty-four hour period in which 
violence was rare and kindness and coopera-
tion commonplace. 

Despite the very real dangers of riot, ter-
rorism, out-of-control celebrants, and panic 
over expected failure of computer systems 
worldwide, through cooperation and respon-
sible actions by nearly every nation and lit-

erally billions of individuals, the first day of the 
2000’s also became the world’s first deliberate 
day of peace. 

Noting that rare accomplishment, in 2000, 
the 106th Congress unanimously rec-
ommended that every year begin with a day of 
peace and sharing, and asked that the Presi-
dent annually lead in promoting its observ-
ance. 

Late in 2001, the United Nations General 
Assembly also recommended that all member 
nations and all the peoples of the world join in 
its commemoration. 

Following the tragedy of 9/11, Congres-
sional leaders joined me in requesting that the 
President issue his annual proclamation early 
that year, in order that Americans and others 
around the world could prepare, with food 
drives and pledges of nonviolence, for a cele-
bration intended to help reduce both hate and 
hunger, locally and globally. However, citing 
the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan at the time, 
the White House declined. 

At this time of intense international tensions, 
a time when Americans’ true motives are mis-
understood around the world and escalating 
conflicts threaten, we again implore the Presi-
dent to take a leadership position in the pro-
mulgation of One Day in Peace, now to be 
known as Global Family Day. 

For as long as half of our human family 
must live on less than two dollars a day, as 
long as innocent civilians are dying in Iraq and 
disease devastates Africa, as long as children 
are starving in North Korea or go hungry in 
American schools, we know there is room for 
improvement in our global family values. And 
that is what Global Family Day was created to 
do. 

I ask all members to join me in supporting 
this cause.
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CHARLES R. FOUQUETTE—2003 
JOHNS FELLOWSHIP AWARD 
WINNER 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to salute 
Charles R. Fouquette on receiving the 2003 
Johns ‘‘Fellowship Award’’ in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to the working men 
and women of our community. 

Charley is a 10th generation Californian who 
was born and raised in the San Diego area. 
After high school, Charley went to work for the 
Santee Water District, beginning as an in-
staller then serving as an equipment operator, 
running bulldozers, loaders and graders, and 
building Santee Lakes 2 through 6. 

In 1965, Charley took a job as a labor fore-
man for a union company, building tilt-up and 
lift-slab buildings for the Navy at Camp Pen-
dleton. When the job was completed, he 
worked with a number of ironworkers on a job 
in Port Hueneme, California. Charley admired 
these ironworkers strong work ethic and dedi-
cation to delivering the best possible product 
for the contractor and themselves. He went to 
work for Rawlins Steel, a Local 416 company. 
While at Rawlins, he worked on projects in 
Tehachapi, along the coast from Santa Bar-
bara down to Malibu, and on the offshore is-
lands. 

He returned to San Diego in 1967, and for 
the next dozen years worked as an ironworker 
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for Brawley Steel, Wilson Steel, Bechtel Power 
Corp., and finally Saafco Inc. In addition, he 
taught the Local 229 Ironworkers Apprentice-
ship Classes for 18 years, and served as 
Local 229 Trustee, Executive Board Member, 
JATC Committee Chairman, Vice President, 
President and Business Representative. He 
was the Building and Construction Trades Del-
egate for 16 years and the San Diego and Im-
perial Labor Council Delegate for 12 years. 
For 18 years, he was one of three delegates 
from Local 229 to the District Council of Iron 
Workers of the State of California and Vicinity, 
and Contract Negotiator until he retired in May 
2002. 

Charley has been a member of Johns for 18 
years, working to help the Leukemia Society 
and raising money for medical research. He 
makes his home in Fletcher Hills with his wife, 
Sue, and shares in the activities of their 10 
grandchildren. Sue and Charley are active 
members of the San Diego County Orchid So-
ciety and the San Diego Horticultural Society, 
and he has written the monthly orchid column 
in the California Garden Magazine for 30 
years. 

Charles R. Fouquette exemplifies the high 
values, standards, and principles of the late 
John S. Lyons. I offer my congratulations to 
him on his recognition as the 2003 Johns 
‘‘Fellowship Award winner.’’
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INTRODUCING THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY EARNINGS TEST REPEAL 
ACT OF 2003

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation that will allow our 
nation’s seniors to keep more of their hard-
earned money. 

Many seniors prefer to remain active in their 
retirement, even though they may have cho-
sen to leave their career jobs. Some seniors 
find second careers later in life which enrich 
their lives and supplement their income. 

Unfortunately, the Social Security Earnings 
Test prohibited these individuals from receiv-
ing full Social Security benefits if their incomes 
exceeded a certain amount. The earnings test 
was especially unfair for seniors who relied on 
that additional income to supplement their So-
cial Security checks, because they would, in 
effect, lose half of their Social Security benefit. 

Recognizing the unfairness of this situation, 
the Congress passed, and on April 7, 2000, 
President Clinton signed H.R. 5, the Senior 
Citizens’ Freedom to Work Act. This law elimi-
nated the Social Security earnings test for re-
cipients between the ‘‘full retirement age’’ (cur-
rently age 65 and eight months) and age 70. 

While this law was a great victory for sen-
iors who chose to work once they reached re-
tirement age, it does not eliminate the earn-
ings test for seniors who choose to retire early 
at age 62. These individuals, who might also 
rely on employment income to supplement 
their Social Security checks, are simply out of 
luck. 

This situation unfairly penalizes many sen-
iors who need to continue to work after they 
reach retirement age. The Bureau of Labor 
Services compiled an experimental Consumer 

Price Index for the elderly, which found that 
the prices of goods bought by the general 
public rose by 66.5 percent, while it rose by 
72.6 percent for seniors. This difference of 
over six percent is significant for someone liv-
ing on a fixed income, as most seniors do. By 
penalizing individuals who work in addition to 
receiving Social Security benefits, we are hurt-
ing those most in need of assistance. Seniors 
should not be forced to choose between their 
Social Security benefits and earned income. 

Additionally, forcing seniors to leave the 
workforce early signifies a valuable loss to our 
country in terms of skilled and experienced 
workers. More than ever America is in need of 
skilled workers. We should be encouraging 
these individuals to continue contributing to 
our economy through their tax dollars, and the 
additional goods they can consume thanks to 
their added income. 

That is why I am introducing the Social Se-
curity Earnings Test Repeal Act of 2003. This 
legislation would amend title II of the Social 
Security Act by removing the limitation on the 
amount of outside income which an individual 
may earn while receiving benefits under such 
title. 

Social Security is a right earned by workers 
through their hard work. The Social Security 
Earnings Test Repeal Act of 2003 will allow 
retirees to rejoin the workforce without the fear 
of a loss of benefits. We have no right to for-
bid or difficult someone’s desire to work. I 
urge my colleagues to support this legislation. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JAMES 
GEORGE LEATHERS FOR HIS 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION TO HIS COMMUNITY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to express my sadness regarding 
the recent passing of a leader in our commu-
nity, James George Leathers. 

Born in San Francisco on September 4, 
1918, Jim passed away on Monday, Sep-
tember 1, 2003, with his wife Dorothy Worth 
Leathers and his family by his side in Wood-
land, California. Jim graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Davis in 1939. After 
successfully beginning both their farming oper-
ation and their family, Jim and Dorothy built 
their dream home in Woodland in 1950, plant-
ed their garden and joined the community. Jim 
and Dorothy had 5 sons and 1 daughter and 
were blessed with 20 grandchildren and 5 
great grandchildren. 

Jim was loved in Woodland for his 
unstinting community dedication. His service 
encompassed youth activities, both sports and 
scouting and included the chairmanship of the 
Woodland Memorial Hospital Foundation 
board. He dedicated himself to the agricultural 
community as well and was instrumental in 
forming the Farmers Rice Cooperative and the 
California Rice Research Committee. In 1968 
he was named the Agriculture Businessman of 
the Year for Yolo County and later served for 
5 years on the California Air Resources Board 
during the Jerry Brown administration. 

Mr. Speaker, Jim’s generosity and example 
of service inspires us all and it is appropriate 

that we celebrate and honor his life. He will be 
missed in our community but his dedication to 
others and his life example will never be for-
gotten.

f 

HONORING JOAN MCCAFFERTY 
KUPERSMITH 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Joan Anne McCaffery Kupersmith 
of Wilton, Connecticut, who will be feted at 
Patsy’s Restaurant in New York City on Sept. 
18, 2003, on the occasion of her fortieth birth-
day. 

Mrs. Kupersmith was born in Teaneck, New 
Jersey on Sept. 18, 1963, and was raised with 
her five terrific siblings in Harrington Park, 
New Jersey. She is a graduate of Boston Col-
lege and Harvard Law School. An accom-
plished attorney, Mrs. Kupersmith has chosen 
to represent children in the courts of her com-
munity, providing expert counsel as a court-
appointed attorney for children who need and 
deserve sage support as they navigate our 
legal system. 

Mrs. Kupersmith’s work is made possible in 
part by the strong support of her husband, 
Ken, and her loving children, Ryan, Caroline 
and Nicholas. Public service is a tradition in 
the Kupersmith and McCaffery families, and I 
applaud Joan Anne’s humanitarianism. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to acknowl-
edge such a fine individual, and I am certain 
the entire House of Representatives joins me 
in extending our very best wishes to Joan 
Anne and her entire family at this festive time.

f 

TRIBUTE TO HAROLD GEBHARD 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of this Nation’s most distin-
guished and dedicated Postmasters, Mr. Har-
old L. Gebhard. After 50 years of faithful serv-
ice to our Nation, the past 28 years of which 
he has served the Northwest Florida commu-
nities through the United States Postal Serv-
ice, Mr. Sutton deserves to be recognized as 
an outstanding public servant. 

Mr. Gebhard began his devotion to our be-
loved Nation in 1952, when he enlisted in the 
United States Air Force. He continued with 
valor in Vietnam from 1968 to 1969 and was 
awarded both a Bronze Star and a Vietnam 
Cross of Gallantry when he returned home. 
Mr. Gebhard served 221⁄2 years in the armed 
services, achieving the rank of Chief Master 
Sgt., E–9. 

In 1975, Mr. Gebhard came to our commu-
nity and began as a mail handler in the Pen-
sacola Mail Processing Plant. A short 5 years 
later, he was promoted Postmaster in 
McDavid, FL and in 1983; Mr. Gebhard was 
again promoted to Superintendent of Postal 
Operations in Cantonment, FL. For the past 8 
years he has kept watch as Postmaster and 
continues his tenure there today. Over the 
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